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Lesson 10

The Novel as a Whole

Objectives
• To present the results of the study of 

symbolism

• To present the results of the study of 
character development

• To view these elements in the context of 
the complete novel

Notes to the Teacher
This lesson brings together elements of 

study done while students were reading the 
novel. In particular, their ongoing work with 
symbols and character will culminate in this 
lesson. Create a “community of scholars” who 
share their fi ndings and insights in a sym-
posium atmosphere. Handout 29 presents a 
schema for analyzing the main characters. It is 
based on the four classical humors. Handout 
30 may be used to create a group paper, an 
individual paper, or some type of oral presenta-
tion. The important point is that all students 
are exposed to the full range of possibilities.

Procedure
1. Distribute Handout 27. Ask students to 

convene in the groups to which they were 
assigned to complete Handout 6 in Lesson 
3. Instruct groups to complete the handout 
and to present their summaries creatively 
to the class. Students should see how the 
symbols grow out of the context of the 
story and the actions of the characters.

2.  Distribute Handout 28. Ask students to 
convene in the groups to which they were 
assigned to complete Handout 7 in Les-
son 3. Instruct groups to complete the 
handout and to present their information 
creatively to the class.

3. Distribute Handout 29. Have students 
complete it individually.

Suggested Responses:

1. a.  Hester—blood; hot and moist; air

 b.  Pearl—phlegm; cold and moist; water

 c. Dimmesdale—black bile; cold and 
dry; earth

 d.  Chillingworth; yellow bile; hot and 
dry; fi re

2. Students should see the actions of 
Dimmesdale as being aligned closely 
with the Black Man and that there is 
a certain quality of melancholia in him. 
Chillingworth is closely aligned with 
fi re, as shown in the scene in Handout 
11.

3.  Students should see that this may be a 
valid, although artifi cial, device. Guide 
them through the use of this device 
without going to extremes.

4.  Distribute Handout 30. This handout 
lends itself to small group work. There 
are six possible themes listed, but other 
themes of your choice may be added or 
substituted. Help students to understand 
that theme is an organic outgrowth of the 
novel, not an artifi cial imposition. They 
should also become aware that theme is 
not necessarily a story’s moral, as in an 
Aesop fable. Have groups share their work 
with the rest of the class, or instruct them 
to do group or individual papers based 
on their work. These papers can then be 
shared with the class or collected and 
photocopied as a collection of critical es-
says to be distributed.
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The Symbol—A Means of Understanding

Directions: Refer to your work on Handouts 5 and 6 on order to develop an accurate and concrete 
summary of your fi ndings.

Assigned Symbol _______________________________________________________________________________

1.  What stands out in your mind about the symbol as you follow it throughout the novel? 
What is the signifi cance of the symbol in relation to the novel?

2.  How does the symbol weave itself into the texture of the novel?

3.  How does the symbol help you to understand the story?

The Scarlet Letter Name _______________________
Lesson 10
Handout 27 (page 1) Date ________________________ 
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4.  Is the symbol in any way connected with any of the characters in the novel? What is the 
connection? How does this connection help you to understand the character?

5.  What other conclusions and observations can you make about the symbol?

6.  What information and understanding of the novel can you share with the class based on 
your work with the symbol?

7.  What is the best method for presenting this information? Why is this the best way?

The Scarlet Letter Name _______________________
Lesson 10
Handout 27 (page 2) Date ________________________ 
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Character Analysis

Directions: In Handout 7, you were assigned a character to follow throughout your reading of the 
novel. Review the charts you have kept, and then answer the following questions.

Character Studied ___________________________________________________________________________

1.  What are some of the character’s signifi cant actions as we follow him or her throughout 
the novel?

2.  What insight do these actions provide into the personality of the character?

3.  What are some of the most signifi cant statements made by the character?

4.  How do these statements provide insight into the character?

The Scarlet Letter Name _______________________
Lesson 10
Handout 28 (page 1) Date ________________________ 
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5.  How does the character interact with other characters?

6.  In the fi nal analysis, how do you feel about the character and the character’s role in the 
story?

7.  What information do you need to present to your classmates so that they will understand 
what you have learned about this character?

8.  What is the best way for you to present this information? Why?

The Scarlet Letter Name _______________________
Lesson 10
Handout 28 (page 2) Date ________________________ 
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Character Analysis

Directions: Read the following information about the humors, fi rst discussed by Hippocrates. An-
swer the questions that follow.

Hippocrates, a fourth-century Greek, explained human disease on the basis of 
four humors. These were blood, which originated in the heart; phlegm, which origi-
nated in the brain; black bile, or melancholia, which originated in the spleen; and 
yellow bile, or cholera, which originated in the liver. These humors were associated 
with other elements as follows:

Blood  .................air  ..................................hot and moist

Yellow bile  ..........fi re  .................................hot and dry

Phlegm  ...............water  ..............................cold and moist

Black bile  ...........earth  ..............................cold and dry

This concept of using humors as a basis for understanding disease also became 
the basis for understanding human personality. This theory continued well into the 
nineteenth century, so it is likely that Nathaniel Hawthorne was aware of the humors 
and their relevance to medicine and psychology of his time.

1.  Based on this brief description of the four humors and your work with character study, 
which humors seem to dominate the following characters?

a.  Hester

b.  Pearl

c.  Dimmesdale

d.  Chillingworth

The Scarlet Letter Name _______________________
Lesson 10
Handout 29 (page 1) Date ________________________ 
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2.  What actions of the main characters seem to be consistent with their associated humors?

 a.  Hester

 b.  Pearl

 c.  Dimmesdale

 d.  Chillingworth

3.  Is this a valid device for understanding and describing these characters? Why or why 
not?

The Scarlet Letter Name _______________________
Lesson 10
Handout 29 (page 2) Date ________________________ 
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Theme—A Thread That Binds

Directions: A theme of any story is a thread that runs throughout the story. In the case of a novel 
there may be several themes. Listed below are some of the themes that are commonly discussed 
in relation to The Scarlet Letter. Based on the knowledge you have acquired, work with the theme 
assigned to your group.

Possible Themes

1.  The effects of guilt

2.  The effects of sin

3.  Isolation and alienation from self and society

4.  Intolerance and nonforgiveness

5.  Obsession for revenge

6.  Suffering, punishment, and redemption 

Assigned Theme _______________________________________________________________________________

1.  How is this theme demonstrated by the actions of the characters? What character best 
demonstrates this theme? Why?

2.  How do the symbols used in the novel serve to underscore the theme? What symbol best 
demonstrates this theme? Why?

The Scarlet Letter Name _______________________
Lesson 10
Handout 30 (page 1) Date ________________________ 
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3.  What aspect of setting best demonstrates the theme? How? Why?

4.  How does the point of view allow you to see this as a theme for the novel?

5.  How does the structure of the novel, as presented in Handout 24, help you to understand 
this theme?

The Scarlet Letter Name _______________________
Lesson 10
Handout 30 (page 2) Date ________________________ 
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