DiIscovery
Pendemonium ‘% —

The Great China Chase: Adjectives
Teacher’s Guide

Grade Level: 3-5 Curriculum Focus: Language Arts Lesson Duration: One class period

Program Description

Four writing implements must save the world from the clutches of a permanent marker gone bad. With
his sidekick, Dottie, and his own small army, the evil Dark Marker makes a claim for global domination
by stealing adjectives from a local newspaper and exploring China’s geography history, ancient
traditions, philosophy, and writing characters. Penny the pencil, Buzz the PDA, Florentina the fountain
pen, and Arturo the gel pen discover Dark Marker’s plot and solve clues about grammar rules to save
the world from communication chaos.

Discussion Questions
e What is an adjective?
e How can you recognize a predicate adjective?
e What is an indefinite adjective?

e How can adjectives to improve writing?

Lesson Plan

Student Objectives
e Identify adjectives, indefinite adjectives, and predicate adjectives.
e Analyze how colors, numbers, and emotions serve as adjectives.
e Explore the use of adjectives in writing stories.
e Discover the power of adjectives and how they can make writing more interesting.

o  Work effectively in small groups.

Materials
o  The Great China Chase: Adjectives video
e Paper and pencils
e Blue, yellow, and green colored pencils or markers

e Print resources about adjectives
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Procedures
1. After viewing the video, reinforce its concepts by reading Hairy, Scary, Ordinary: What Is an
Adjective?, by Brian P. Cleary, or a similar book with a lighthearted look at adjectives.
2. Briefly review adjectives, indefinite adjectives, and predicate adjectives.
3. Then ask a volunteer to begin a class-wide naming of adjectives. Have each student look around
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the room and name one adjective out loud. When the students run out of obvious adjectives, tell
them to close their eyes and think of places they’ve been and people they’ve met. Also discuss
how emotions, numbers, and colors can be used as adjectives. Provide several examples of each,
such as happy, sad, angry.

Write a sentence such as the following on the board.
Sam was small and couldn’t reach any of the tall, brown stuffed bears.

Ask a volunteer to come up to the board and underline all the adjectives (small, any, tall, brown,
stuffed), circle the predicate adjectives (small), and double underline the indefinite adjectives
(any).

Divide the class into teams of three students each. Ask them to write a story with at least three
paragraphs that includes at least 12 adjectives; of these, at least three must be indefinite
adjectives and three must be predicate adjectives.

Then have the groups read their stories to the class. After they have read it once, ask them to
read it again. Instruct all students that, on the second read, whenever the reader mentions an
adjective, indefinite adjective, or predicate adjective, he or she should saym “stop.” Then the
student should tell the class if the word is simply an adjective, an indefinite adjective, or a
predicate adjective. Ask the rest of the class if they agree. When all concur, have the reader use
colored markers or pencils to circle the words using the following guide:

(1) adjectives circled in yellow

(2) indefinite adjectives circled in blue

(3) predicate adjectives circled in green

After all groups have presented and color-coded their stories, ask the groups to rewrite their

stories by deleting all the adjectives. Tell them to simply insert a blank line in place of the deleted
adjective. Now have the groups exchange their stories and fill in the blanks, keeping in mind that
they are still trying to tell a story: They shouldn’t just fill in the adjectives with anything that comes
to mind; they should give considerable thought to whether an adjective fits and helps the story.
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Then have volunteers from each group read the revised stories to the class.

Following this, have a few volunteers read the original and the revised version of each story.
Discuss the similarities and differences with the class. Be sure to point out how using adjectives
makes stories much more interesting, clear, and understandable. Also emphasize how using
different adjectives can drastically change a story.

Post the students” work on a bulletin board so that all can enjoy the stories.
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Assessment
Use the following three-point rubric to evaluate students” work during this lesson.

e 3 points: Students consistently worked effectively in small groups, were consistently able to
identify adjectives, indefinite adjectives, and predicate adjectives, were consistently able to
create stories using adjectives (colors, numbers, and emotions), and always understood how
adjectives were effective in improving their writing.

e 2 points: Students usually worked effectively in small groups, were usually able to identify
adjectives, indefinite adjectives, and predicate adjectives, were usually able to create stories
using adjectives (colors, numbers, and emotions), and usually understood how adjectives
were effective in improving their writing.

e 1 point: Students rarely worked effectively in small groups, were rarely able to identify
adjectives, indefinite adjectives, and predicate adjectives, were rarely able to create stories
using adjectives (colors, numbers, and emotions), and rarely understood how adjectives
were effective in improving their writing.

Vocabulary

adjective
Definition: A word that modifies, or describes, a noun or pronoun

Context: Adjectives help readers picture what the writer wants to convey.

complicated

Definition: Something that contains many parts or ideas and may be difficult to use or
understand.

Context: The story was so complicated Josie had to read it three times to understand it.

indefinite adjective

Definition: A nonspecific word that modifies nouns and answers the question of how many or
how much of something (all, many, any)

Context: This sentence uses two indefinite adjectives: Of the many books I've read, I enjoyed all
of them.

modify
Definition: Describes a word or phrase

Context: Adjectives are words that modify nouns or pronouns.
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predicate
Definition: Describes an adjective that follows verb rather than precede it

Context: In this sentence, “angry” is the predicate adjective: Sarah was upset that she was sick
and couldn’t attend the party.

translate
Definition: To express in a different language

Context: Renny will translate these words from English to Spanish.

Print Resources

Cleary, Brian. Hairy, Scary, Ordinary: What Is an Adjective? Carolrhoda Books, 2001.
Many kinds of descriptive words are presented in upbeat, rhyming text

Dahl, Michael. If You Were an Adjective. Picture Window Books, 2006.

Heinrichs, Ann. Adjectives (Magic of Language). Child’s World, 2004.
Opens children to the wide world of adjectives

Trice, Linda. Kenya’s Word. Charlesbridge Publishing, 2006.
While being introduced to Kenya’s world, the reader learns about adjectives in an entertaining
fashion.

Academic Standards

Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL)

MCcREL’s Content Knowledge: A Compendium of Standards and Benchmarks for K-12 Education
addresses 14 content areas. To view the standards and benchmarks, visit
http:/ /www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp .

This lesson plan addresses the following national standards:

e Language Arts: Viewing - Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret
visual media

e Language Arts: Writing - Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process ; uses
grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions

e Language Arts: Reading - Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

e Language Arts: Grammar and Usage - Uses adjectives in written compositions (e.g.
indefinite, numerical, predicate adjective)

Discovery

EDUCATION published by Discovery Education. © 2006. All rights reserved.


http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp

Pendemonium
The Great China Chase: Adjectives
Teacher’s Guide 5

The National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)

The National Council of Teachers of English and the International Reading Association have developed
national standards to provide guidelines for teaching the English language arts. To view the standards
online, go to http:/ /www.ncte.org/about/over/standards/110846.htm.

e Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process
elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.

e Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g. spelling and
punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss
print and non-print texts.

Support Materials

Develop custom worksheets, educational puzzles, online quizzes, and more with the free teaching tools
offered on the Discoveryschool.com Web site. Create and print support materials, or save them to a
Custom Classroom account for future use. To learn more, visit

e http://school.discovery.com/teachingtools/teachingtools.html

DVD Content

This program is available in an interactive DVD format. The following information and activities are
specific to the DVD version.

How To Use the DVD
The DVD starting screen has the following options:

Play Video —This plays the video from start to finish. There are no programmed stops, except by
using a remote control. With a computer, depending on the particular software player, a pause
button is included with the other video controls.

Video Index —Here the video is divided into sections indicated by video thumbnail icons; brief
descriptions are noted for each one. Watching all parts in sequence is similar to watching the video
from start to finish. To play a particular segment, press Enter on the remote for TV playback; on a
computer, click once to highlight a thumbnail and read the accompanying text description and click
again to start the video.
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Standards Link — Selecting this option displays a single screen that lists the national academic
standards the video addresses.

Teacher Resources —This screen gives the technical support number and Web site address.

Video Index
Segment 1: Modifiers and What They Do (8 min.)

Description

Dark Marker has taken The Point’s adjectives. To help solve his first clue, Penny explains modifiers
to the team.

Pre-viewing question
Q: What is an adjective?
A: Adjectives are modifiers that describe nouns.

Post-viewing question
Q: Of the following words, which are adjectives?

teddy bears, grizzly bears, polar bears, giant pandas
A: teddy, grizzly, polar, and giant

Segment 2: Exploring Adjectives (6 min.)

Description
Solving the first clue, the team travels to China and when they visit the Great Wall Penny shares
information about predicate adjectives and indefinite adjectives.

Pre-viewing question
Q: What is a predicate adjective?
A: An adjective that comes after a being verb instead of before.

Post-viewing question

Q: In the following sentence, what is the predicate adjective?
Kristen was shy about meeting her new teacher.

A:shy

Segment 3: Adjectives Come in All Shapes and Sizes (2 min.)

D
E

Description
The next clue lands the team at the site of a huge terracotta army.

Pre-viewing question
Q: Can colors and numbers serve as adjectives?
A: Any number or color can be an adjective as long as it describes a noun.

Post-viewing question
Q: How many nouns can be in one sentence?
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A: As many words as there are that modify nouns.

Segment 4: Challenge Review (6 min.)

Description
Dark Marker’s final clue takes the foursome to their challenge against him.

Pre-viewing question
Q: What are modifiers?
A: Modifiers are words that modify, or describe, other words.

Post-viewing question
Q: How can adjectives improve one’s writing?
A: Adjectives can make writing more specific and interesting.
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