
A Kid’s Guide to Gardening
Written and illustrated by  

Rebecca Spohn

3rd Edition



Written and illustrated by Rebecca Spohn 
Copy Editor: Sarah Fuller 
Cover Redesign: Sean O’Neill 
Editorial Director: Dawn P. Dawson

Copyright © 1995, 2007, 2018 Good Year Books, a division of Social Studies School Service

All rights reserved.

Printed in the United States of America

Good Year Books 
A Division of Social Studies School Service 
10200 Jefferson Boulevard 
Culver City, CA 90232-082

(800) 421-4246 
(310) 839-2436

www.goodyearbooks.com 
access@goodyearbooks.com

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, except those portions 
intended for classroom use, without permission in writing from the publisher.

ISBN: 978-1-59647-547-2 
e-book ISBN: 978-1-59647-548-9 
Product Code: GDY407  v3.01



iii

Contents

Getting Started   	 8

	 Magic Bean Sprouts	 10

	 Watching the Grass Grow	 12

	 Growing an Herb Garden	 14

	 Carrot Top Plant	 16

	 Beet Top Plant	 18 

An Introduction for Kids	 1

An Introduction for Adult Helpers   	 3

How Does a Seed Grow?   	 5

 

I n d o o r  G a r d e n i n g

	 Pineapple Plant	 20

	 Sweet Potato Plant	 22

	 Avocado Tree Plant 	 24

	 Spider Plant	 26

	 Boston Fern	 28

	 English Ivy   	 30

	 Piggyback Plant   	 32

Miniature Gardens   	 34

	 Cactus Gardens   	 36



iv

Getting Started   	 38

	 Caring for Your Garden   	 40

	 Transplanting Tips   	 40

	 Weeding   	 40

	 Watering   	 41

	 Garden Visitors   	 42

	 Fences   	 43

	 Pinwheels  	  44

	 Scarecrows   	 46

	 Wiggly Garden Helpers   	 47

Growing Fruits and Vegetables   

	 Tomatoes   	 48

	 Radishes   	 50

	 Carrots   	 52

O u t d o o r  G a r d e n i n g

	 Lettuce   	 54

	 Cucumbers   	 56

	 String Beans   	 58

	 Corn   	 60

	 Pumpkins   	 62

	 Gourds   	 64

	 Watermelons   	 66

	 A Strawberry Garden   	 68 

Growing Flowers

	 Zinnias   	 70

	 Marigolds   	 72

	 Petunias   	 74

	 Snapdragons   	 76

	 Sunflowers   	 78

	

Recipes

	 Carrot Cake and Raisins	 81

	 Glazed Carrots	 82

	 Garden Salad   	 83

	 Watermelon Fruit Cocktail   	 84

	 Tomato Bowls   	 85

	 Cucumber Boats   	 86

	 Mini-Kabobs   	 87

F o o d  a n d  F u n  f r o m  t h e  G a r d e n

	 Roasted Pumpkin Seeds   	 88

	 “Little Bits” Vegetable Salad   	 89

Crafts

	 Gourd Maracas   	 90

	 “No-Carve” Jack-o’-Lantern   	 91

	 Seed Paintings   	 92

	 A Forever Garden	 93

	 Garden Journal	 94



1
I n t r o d u c t i o n

What kind 

of garden 

does a 

baker grow? 

A “flour” 

garden.

Would you like to grow your own pumpkins, shuck your own corn, or make a 
salad using your own home-grown tomatoes? YOU can!

You can grow all kinds of fruits, vegetables, and flowers, and you can grow  
them almost anywhere. Whether you live in the country or in the city—

whether you have a big backyard or only room enough for a window box— 
YOU can be a gardener!

A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N  
F O R  K I D S

By following Ready, Set, Grow!, you will learn how a seed 
grows; what tools to use for both indoor and outdoor 
gardening; how to prepare seedbeds; and, most of all, how 
to get started!

In this book you will also discover how to recycle all kinds 
of containers—from milk cartons to paper cups—turning 
them into miniature gardens. 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n

You will be amazed at how easy it is to grow vegetable-top gardens and water  
gardens. You will learn how to create a cactus garden, make a terrarium, and keep a 
garden journal.

Invite your friends to participate in a sunflower-growing contest to see who 
can grow the tallest sunflower! You can prepare delicious-tasting recipes from 
your very own home-grown crops. You can even turn a gourd into a musical 
instrument and create a scary-looking Jack-o’-Lantern without ever carving a 
pumpkin. Best of all, you will discover how much fun gardening can be.

S A F E T Y  T I P S

•	 Trying some of the plant activities and recipes in this book may 
require a little extra help from an adult. If so, you will find an  
“adult helper” symbol on that page.

•	 Working with dirt can be fun, but it can also be a “dirty” job, so it is 
a good idea to wear an old shirt and a pair of jeans.

•	 When using a shovel to dig in a garden, always wear hard-soled 
shoes. NEVER jump with both feet onto a shovel. If the soil is too 
hard, ask an adult to help turn over the soil.

•	 Be sure to clean your tools with warm water after you use them. 
Always dry your tools so that any metal will not rust. Carry sharp 
tools carefully and keep them stored away from a little brother  
or sister.

•	 Remember: running with sharp garden tools can be dangerous!



3
I n t r o d u c t i o n

What is 

green and 

has leaves 

and a 

suitcase?  

A houseplant 

going on 

vacation.

A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N  F O R 
A D U L T  H E L P E R S

Ready, Set, Grow! A Kid’s Guide to Gardening offers an entertaining and 
informative way to introduce children to the wonders of gardening. This 

book is filled with more than 30 “how-to” tips on growing a variety of plants, from 
creating a carrot-top garden to growing a beanstalk. Easy and fun-to-prepare 
recipes are also included. These provide children an opportunity to turn the fruits 
of their labor into tasty and healthful salads and snacks. “Fun from the Garden” 
offers children further enjoyable and easy activities and crafts using plants that 
they have grown themselves.
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I n t r o d u c t i o n

Each planting page features several sections: “Did You Know?” presents thought-
provoking facts that help build a child’s knowledge of science. “Where, When, or 
Who?” sections offer interesting notes about geography and/or history. “Brain Teasers” 
include garden-inspired word problems that are fun to solve. “Try This” provides 
additional activities, which are designed to encourage a child to actively participate in 
learning by doing.

The “Glossary Term” on each planting page introduces an important garden-related 
word. The “Read On” lists offer titles of books about particular vegetables, fruits, or 
flowers. These books help children read and learn more about planting and gardens.

Safety is an important part of any activity. Each planting page, craft, or recipe 
that may require an adult helper is easy for you and a child to identify. Look 
for the “Adult Helper” symbol throughout the book. This symbol lets you 
know that a particular activity may need your watchful eye, as you and the 
child garden together.

Remember, for the best possible outcome for your garden always wait until the last 
frost before planting. To decide on the best time for you to begin your garden, refer 
to the U.S. Planting Zone map below. Locate your home state and check the color and 
zone number. On average, this corresponds to the best month to begin planting. 

Zone 3 = May
Zone 4 = May
Zone 5 = April
Zone 6 = April
Zone 7 = April
Zone 8 = March
Zone 9 = February



I n t r o d u c t i o n

What kind 

of school 

does a 

gardener 

go to?  

Ivy League.

H O W  D O E S  A  S E E D  G R O W ?

When you take a bite of a watermelon, have you ever noticed the black seeds 
inside? How about the seeds in the center of an apple, or the hard seeds in 

an orange? Have you ever wondered how a seed grows and turns into a plant?

A seed is very much like an egg. Both are filled with protein (food) and a small 
embryo (in this case, a plant). If the seed is given sunlight, water, air, and lots of 
care, it will sprout into a seedling.

H o w  D o e s  a  S e e d  G r o w ?
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