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WHAT’S INSIDE?

That’s what you’ll find inside The Puzzle File—plenty of puzzles and plenty of fun 
for your upper-elementary students, brought to you by the charming and cheerful 
Cheddface mice. It’s all packed into four seasonal books, giving you special activities  
for every month of the school year.

 Back to School Puzzlers  September/October
 Holiday  Puzzlers  November/December
 Winter  Puzzlers  January/February
 Spring  Puzzlers  March/April/May

In each book, you’ll find some pages that are easy, some that are quite hard. But be 
careful! What seems easy to one person may prove difficult for someone else.

Many of these are word puzzles that stretch students’ vocabularies in particular word 
categories or test their decoding skills and recognition of common spelling patterns.  
Other puzzles are designed to strengthen students’ abilities to visualize—a powerful 
mode of problem solving that is often overlooked in the classroom.
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All are intended to challenge, to amuse, and to provoke students into seeing and 
thinking creatively. As they work toward solutions, students will also practice such 
problem-solving strategies as looking for patterns, guess-and-testing, using logical 
reasoning, devising systematic approaches, and making organized lists.

Turn to The Puzzle File whenever you want a break from the usual classroom routine, or 
to put to good use those spare moments right after lunch or recess and at the end of the 
day. Duplicate the pages and keep them on hand for “class tournaments,” a rainy-day 
event in which students compare their answers and find a class champion. Or distribute 
them for independent work—maybe as a reward for students who finish their in-class 
assignments early.

Your own special “puzzle file” may be in a desk drawer, a three-ring binder, or even 
just a manila folder. Wherever it is, you’ll want to keep it stocked with your Cheddface 
favorites. And if you don’t already have such a file, why not start one?



    v

Fr
om

 H
oli

da
y P

uz
zl

er
s ©

 2
00

5 
G

oo
d 

Ye
ar

 B
oo

ks
.

CONTENTS

Veterans Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
A-Mazing Leaf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Marvel’s License Plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Election Pennant Problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Lost Votes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Election Day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Order, Order. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Motzy’s Math  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Cheddface PJ’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Thanksgiving Chow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Yummy!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Cheddface Circlesolve  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Fabulous Feast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13
Granny’s Pecan Pie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Double Take Turkeys  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
Pathfinder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Holiday Planets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17
Fantastic Foods and Flavorings  . . . . . . . . 18
Super Sundae  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
Solitary Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Parmy’s Puzzling Letters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
The Cheddface Hanukkah Hi!  . . . . . . . . . . 22
Hanukkah  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Kwanza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Parmy’s Dream. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Yule Like this  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
Christmas Cut Up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27
Star-A-Maze . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Star  Shine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
Romano’s Reindeer Race  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
Gift Scramble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31
Christmas Search  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32
Gouda’s Clueless Christmas  
       Crossword  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
Trees, Trees, Trees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
Evergreens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Cheddface Trimmer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Christmas Mix-Up. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37
Holiday Symbols  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Holiday Hide. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
Tree Trims  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
Woodsy Wiss  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41
Wrap It Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Sack Search . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Snowed Under  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
Class Tournament. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Ho! Ho! Ho! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Ding-A-Ling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47
Woops by Wiss  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Cheddface Challenge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49
Asian Adventure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
European Capitals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51
Cheddface Chipbalo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52
Fly, Fly, Fly  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
Marvel’s Butterfly Secrets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
Answers   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55



    1

Fr
om

 H
oli

da
y P

uz
zl

er
s ©

 2
00

5 
G

oo
d 

Ye
ar

 B
oo

ks
.

Look carefully and try to find the differences in the two pictures on 
this page.

      1.              2.
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Use this tree as an 
autumnal maze to help 
Wiss discover which 
leaves will fall to the 
ground and into whose 
bag they will fall.
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