MOBY DICK by Herman Méville— Grammar and Style
EXERCISE 16 STYLE: LITERARY ANALYS S—SELECTED PASSAGE 4

Read thefollowing passage thefirst timethrough for meaning. (From Chapter LXI1V Stubb’s Supper).

Though amid all the smoking horror and diabolism of a seafight, sharkswill be seen longingly gazing
up tothe ship’sdecks, like hungry dogsround atable wherered meat isbeing carved, ready to bolt
down every killed man that istossed to them; and though, whilethe valiant butchersover the deck -table
arethuscannibally carving each other’slive meat with car ving-knives all gilded and tasseled, the
sharks, also, with their jewel-hilted mouths, are quar relsomely carving away under thetable at the dead
meat; and though, wereyou to turn thewhole affair upside down, it would till be pretty much the
samething, that isto say, shocking sharkish business enough for all parties; and though sharksalso
aretheinvariable outridersof all lave shipscrossing the Atlantic, systematically trotting alongside,
tobehandy in casea parcel isto becarried anywhere, or adead daveto be decently buried; and
though one or two other likeinstances might be set down, touching the set terms, places, and
occasions, when sharks do most socially congregate, and most hilariously feast; yet isthereno
conceivabletime or occasion when you will find them in such countlessnumbers, and in gayer or
morejovial spirits, than around a dead sperm whale, moored by night to awhale-ship at sea. If ever
you have seen that sight, then suspend your decision about the propriety of devil-wor ship, and the
expediency of conciliating the devil.

Read the passage a second time, marking figur ative language, sensory imagery, poetic devices, and
any other patternsof diction and rhetoric, then answer the questions below.

1 Though amid all the smoking horror and diabolism of a seafight, sharkswill be seen longingly gazing
2 uptotheship’sdecks, like hungry dogsround atable wherered meat isbeing carved, ready to bolt

3 down every killed man that istossed to them; and though, whilethe valiant butchersover the deck -table
4 arethuscannibally carving each other’slive meat with carving knives all gilded and tasseled, the

5 sharks, also, with their jewel-hilted mouths, are quarrelsomely carving away under thetableat the

6 dead meat; and though, wereyou to turn thewhole affair upside down, it would gtill be pretty much

7 thesamething, that isto say, a shocking sharkish business enough for all parties; and though sharks
8 alsoaretheinvariableoutridersof all dave shipscrossing the Atlantic, systematically trotting

9 alongside, to behandy in caseaparcel isto be carried anywhere, or a dead saveto be decently

10 buried; and though oneor two other likeinstances might be set down, touching the set terms,

11 places, and occasions, when sharksdo most socially congregate, and most hilarioudy feast;

12 yet isthereno conceivable time or occasion when you will find them in such countless numbers,
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13 and in gayer or morejovial spirits, than around a dead sper m whale, moor ed by night toa
14 whale-ship at sea. If you have never seen that sight, then suspend your decision about the

15 propriety of devil-wor ship, and the expediency of conciliating the devil.

1. Thetoneof the passageisbest described as. . .
a. witty and ironic
b. sarcastic and satiric
c. humorousand paradoxical

2. Line9containsan exampleof . ..
a.analogy  b.euphemism c. inference

3. All of thefollowing descriptions are paralle in meaning EXCEPT . ..
a. socially congregate(Line 11)
b. hilarioudly feast (Line 11)

devil-worship (Line 15)

. jovial spirits(Line 13)

oo

4. InLines4and 5, the ornate handles of the knivesare compared to. . .
a. cannibal’sknives

b. shark’steeth

c. dogs collars

5. All of thefollowing descriptions are parallel in meaning EXCEPT ...
a. shocking sharkish business (Line 7)

b. adead slave to be decently buried (Lines 9 and 10)

c. conciliating the devil (Line 15)

d. quarrelsomely carving (Line5)

6. Linel3containsan exampleof ...
a. assonance b. consonance c. alliteration



