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WAVES OF IMMIGRATION
1815-1860----5 MILLION IMMIGRANTS 
MAINLY FROM ENGLAND, IRELAND, 
GERMANY, SCANDINAVIA, AND OTHER 
PLACES IN NORTHWESTERN EUROPE

1865-1890----10 MILLION IMMIGRANTS 
MAINLY FROM NORTHWESTERN EUROPE

1890-1914----15 MILLION IMMIGRANTS 
CAME FROM EASTERN AND SOUTHERN 
EUROPE.  THEY WERE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN, 
TURKISH, LITHUANIAN, RUSSIAN, JEWISH, 
GREEK, ITALIAN AND ROMANIAN
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RED DOTS ILLUSTRATE EMIGRATION IN 1900, BROWN 
CIRCLES, 1920

NATIVE LANDS, PLACES FROM WHERE MANY IMMIGRANTS CAME FROM, 
THEY HAD LIVED IN BAD CONDITIONS AND CAME TO AMERICA TO GET A 
BETTER LIFE .



7

7

1800-1880s

OLD IMMIGRATION, FROM 1800 TO 1880'S, IMMIGRANTS WERE 
PROTESTANTS FROM NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE, FARMERS WHO 
SETTLED IN THE MIDWEST AND GREAT PLAINS 
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AFTER 1880s

NEW IMMIGRATION, FROM 1880'S, MILLIONS ARRIVED, CATHOLICS AND 
JEWS FROM EASTERN AND SOUTHERN EUROPE 
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CHART OF IMMIGRATION

1820 TO 1980

1900

THIS CHART SHOWS THE RISE AND FALL OF IMMIGRATION THROUGHOUT 
U.S. HISTORY. THE “WAVES OF IMMIGRATION” SLIDE EXPLAINS WHICH 
GROUPS WERE COMING AT WHICH POINT IN HISTORY.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR TRAVEL TO  
AMERICA
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COMING TO AMERICA
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STEERAGE: 
THE 

CHEAPEST 
WAY TO COME 
TO AMERICA

STEERAGE,THE LOWEST DECK ON THE SHIP, THE CHEAPEST METHOD OF 
COMING TO AMERICA, IT WAS UNCOMFORTABLE AND DISEASE-RIDDEN.
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SEASICK ON AN 
IMMIGRANT 

SHIP
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ELLIS ISLAND IMMIGRATION CENTER, NEW 
YORK CITY


