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INTRODUCTION

Do basic skills have to be boring? Absolutely not! Mastery of basic skills provides the founda-
tion for exciting learning opportunities for young children. Content relevant to their everyday life
is fascinating stuff! Kids love learning about topics such as galaxies and glaciers, thunderstorms
and time lines, continents and chemicals, tarantulas and tornadoes, poems and plateaus, elephants
and encyclopedias, mixtures and mummies, antonyms and Antarctica and more. It is on acquired
knowledge bases that they develop basic skills which enable them to ponder, process, grow, and
achieve school success.

Acquiring, polishing, and using basic skills and content is a cause for celebration—not an exer-
cise in drudgery. The BASIC/Not Boring Fifth Grade Book invites you to celebrate with students as
you help them sharpen their abilities in the four major skills areas of language arts, math, social
studies, and science.

As you examine The BASIC/Not Boring Fifth Grade Book, you will see that it is filled with attrac-
tive age-appropriate student exercises. These pages are no ordinary worksheets! The BASIC/Not
Boring Fifth Grade Book contains hundreds of inventive and inviting ready-to-use lessons based
on a captivating theme that invites the student to join an adventure, solve a puzzle, pursue a
mystery, or tackle a problem. Additionally, each fittingly illustrated exercise provides diverse tools
for reinforcement and extension of basic and higher-order thinking skills. 

The BASIC/Not Boring Fifth Grade Book contains the following components:

• A clear, sequential list of skills for 12 different content areas
Checklists of skills begin each content section. These lists correlate with the exercises,
identifying page numbers where specific skills can be practiced. Students can chart
their progress by checking off each skill as it is mastered.

• Nearly 300 pages of student exercises
Each exercise page:

. . . addresses a specific basic skill or content area.

. . . presents tasks that grab the attention and curiosity of students.

. . . contains clear directions to the student.

. . . asks students to use, remember, and practice a basic skill.

. . . challenges students to think creatively and analytically.

. . . requires students to apply the skill to real situations or content.

. . . takes students on learning adventures with a variety of delightful characters!

• A ready-to-use assessment tool 
Four skills tests, one for each content area, are included in the appendix. The tests are
presented in parts corresponding to the skills lists and topic divisions in the book.
Designed to be used as pre- or post-tests, students can be given individual parts of
these tests at separate times, if needed.

• Complete answer keys
Easy-to-find and use answer keys for all exercises and skills tests are provided in the
appendix.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK:

The exercises contained in The BASIC/Not Boring Fifth Grade Book are to be used with adult
assistance. In some cases, the student may need help reading some or all of the material. In other
cases, the adult may serve as a guide to ensure the student understands the directions and
questions, or to assist the student in writing his or her answers.

The BASIC/Not Boring Fifth Grade Book is designed to be used in many diverse ways. Its use
will vary according to the needs of the students, the form of instruction, and the structure of the
learning environment.

The skills checklists may be used as:
. . . record-keeping tools to track individual skills mastery.
. . . planning guides for the teacher’s instruction.
. . . progress reports to share with parents.
. . . a place for students to proudly check off accomplishments.

Each exercise page may be used as:
. . . a pre-test or check to see how well a student has mastered a skill.
. . . a tool around which the teacher may build a mini-skills based lesson.
. . . one of many resources or exercises for teaching a lesson or unit.
. . . a way to practice or polish a skill that has been taught.
. . . a review of a skill taught earlier.
. . . reinforcement of a single basic skill, skills cluster, or content base.
. . . a preview to help the teacher identify instructional needs.
. . . an assessment for a skill that a student has practiced.

The exercises are flexibly designed for presentation in many formats and settings. They are
useful for individual instruction or independent work. They can also be used under the direction
of the teacher with small groups or an entire class. Groups of exercises on related skills may make
up the practice materials for a series of lessons or may be used as a unit enhancement.

The skills tests may be used as:
. . . pre-tests to gauge instructional or placement needs.
. . . information sources to help teachers adjust instruction.
. . . post-tests to review student mastery of skills and content areas.

The BASIC/Not Boring Fifth Grade Book is not intended to be a complete curriculum guide or a
fifth grade textbook for the four basic content areas. It is a collection of inventive exercises to
sharpen skills and provide students and teachers with tools for reinforcing concepts and skills, and
for identifying areas that need additional attention. This book offers a delightful assortment of
tasks that give students just the practice they need—and to get that practice in a manner that will
definitely be remembered as non-boring.

As your students take on the challenges of the enticing adventures in this book, they will
increase their comfort level with the use of fundamental skills and concepts in the areas of
language arts, math, social studies, and science. Watching your students check off the skills they’ve
sharpened will be cause for celebration!
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Find a word that is a synonym for . . .

1. adventure ______________________

2. sail ______________________

3. tricks ______________________

4. socialize ______________________

5. examine ______________________

6. try ______________________

7. travel ______________________

Find 2 synonyms for search

8. _________________________________________

_________________________________________

Find a word or phrase that means . . .

9. make-believe _____________________________

10. grand _____________________________

11. having to do 
with food _____________________________

12. climb _____________________________

20

ADVENTURES,  UNLIMITED!

The BASIC/Not Boring Fifth Grade Book Copyright ©2000 by Incentive Publications, Inc., Nashville, TN.

Name

Let us take you on the adventure of your dreams! Adventures, Unlimited is the one stop
when you are shopping for travel anywhere, anytime. We have special trips to real and
fantasy locations in the past, present, and future! Choose your adventure—and start packing!

Find a word on the adventure posters that matches each direction below.
Look on both pages (pages 10 and 11).

Context • Synonyms & Antonyms

Use with page 21.
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