The outcry against slavery was not univer-
sal and hard feelings persisted after the war.
The Republicans, party of Abraham Lincoln,
were all for abolition. Among the Democrats,
however, the feeling was somewhat different.
In the Democratic Almanac for 1869, for
example, the Constitution and first twelve
Amendments were faithfully printed. This
was followed by the headline “Amendments
Claimed by the Mongrels to have been Legally
Added to the Constitution” printed above the
Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments.
Nonetheless, whether they liked it or not, the
days of slavery were over. The Emancipation
Proclamation and Thirteenth Amendment,
together abolishing and prohibiting slavery,
were only the beginning. The amendment
also gave Congress the authority to provide
for the passage of any future laws that would
help to enforce the ban on slavery. Though
slavery was now legally outlawed, its legacy
made life for African Americans difficult for
many years to come. Slavery was illegal, but
racism was not. Bias against former slaves
translated to economic hardship and often
violence.

An article about the Thirteenth Amendment from
a Massachusetts newspaper, February 1, 1865.

Thirteenth

Amendment

[ "--ﬂ‘

T ——————

THE I)-\lJ Y COURIER.

waunardn ». !‘ebmary I. 1865

" Pamice or TiE CoxgrmomonaL A-
MENDMENT TO ABOLISE Siavemy. Yes-
‘terday the House of Representatives of 1he
Usited Srates took s step that will render

~%he 310t of January a oremorsble day in

Ameriean history, Iiy o vote of 119 to 56
<egeven more than the two-thirds required
by the Corntitntlon—the House passed
ihe proposed ambendy to the Consti
'uon, which if sdfapted by three-lourths of
the States, forever abolishes slavery in the
United Stster, The proposed amendment
in in the following words :—

“ Ihat the following article be proposed
to hﬁe !—,cml'lulurn of the several States

10 the C i of
'dn'[.n‘i'h_-d States, which, when ratified by
three-feurths of said Llshl.llllrll. shall ba
walid to all intents and purposes, as a part
of the said Constitution, namely :
ARTICLE XITI.

Seo. L thbw olomr nor involuntary
for crime,
vhnan! the vmr lhl!l bave been duly
eonvieted, shall exist within the United
States, or any place subject to their jurs-
diction,

Sec. 2. Coogress shall have power to
enforce this artiole by appropriate legisla-
tion,”

The Senata passed the smendment last
year by vote of pearly three 10 one, bot
it was rejected in the Houre by 4 1o 63,
As the House is composed of 103 Unian
men or Republicans, to 80 Dem at
least 16 Demderats most have voted for
the preposed bill, if all the Union mem-
bers were precent, Englich of Connecti-
ut, and Gansen of New York, are known
to have voted in ita favor, and no doubt
Odell of New York, voted the same wey.

There was a large attendance of specta-
tors, and when the result was known the
hall rang with applause, and the ladies
waved their handkerchiefs in token of ap-
proval. A walute of one bundred guns
was fired in the evening in honor of the
great ovent. Should it be necessary to go
back tothe Sennte for the action of thut
body, it will there pass, and after receiv-
ing the signature of the President, imme-
diately go the Legisintures for their sction,

The bill will be adopted without delay
by the following State Legislatures, which
are now in session :—Californis, Iilincis,
Indiana, lTowa, Kansas, Maine, Maryland,

h Michigan, Mi Mis-
souri, Nevada, New Yark, Obio, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Inland, West Virginis, and
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from the Lowell Daily Courier (Massachusetts), February 1, 1865:

Yesterday the House of Representatives of the United States took a step that will render the
31st of January a memorable day in American history. By a vote of 119 to 56—seven more than
the two-thirds required by the Constitution—the House
passed the proposed amendment, which if adopted by
three-fourths of the States, forever abolishes slavery in
the United States . . . There was a large attendance of
spectators, and when the result was known the hall rang
with applause, and the ladies waved their handkerchiefs
in token of approval. A salute of one hundred guns was
fired in the evening in honor of the great event . . . Under
any circumstance, the amendment may be considered
as secured beyond question, and universal freedom will
hereafter be the destiny of the great American Republic.
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