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Can’t remember what section that great map, graph, or feature
was in? Go to the Thematic Index on the inside back cover.
There you'll find a complete list of the reference and thematic
maps, graphs, “Introducing” topics, and “Focus on” features.
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Detailed Legends

Land Cover Map

COLOR CATEGORIES
¥ ¥ r,_h-.d J
Cropland  Grassland Tundra Glacier
& =/
Semi-desert  Tropical Broadleaf =~ Needleleaf
& desert rain forest forest forest
BOUNDARY SYMBOLS

ooooooo  Continental boundary
International boundary
=ssmsmsmsns  Disputed or undefined boundary
-] Small country
State, province, or territory boundary

LETTERING STYLES
E @ R@ |P E Continent
INDIAN OCEAN  Ocean
Himalayas Land feature
Lake Victoria Water feature

CANADA Country
TEXAS State, province, or territory

(U.S.) National affiliation

CITY SYMBOLS

Shanghai e | , city’s population is shown
Vancouver e | by the relative size of
Cairns o its symbol and lettering.

Dakar ® National capital
Atlanta x  State, province, or territory capital

OTHER SYMBOLS
Land beyond the subject area
Polar sea ice
] Water and sea floor
S Lake and river
x_”'y* —  Dry or seasonal lake and river
~——4~—  Waterfall
=~ (Canal
—+__ Dam
A Mountain peak
“u*u  Wetland

~ Sand dunes

Political Relief Map

COLOR CATEGORIES

N

This map highlights political divisions.
Relief shading shows terrain.

Antarctica
(has no countries)

BOUNDARY SYMBOLS

ooooooo  Continental boundary
.......... =mmmm  [nternational boundary
---------------- Disputed or undefined boundary
-} Small country
---------------------- State, province, or territory boundary

LETTERING STYLES
E @ R@ IF) E Continent
INDIAN OCEAN Ocean
Himalaya: Land feature
Lake Victoria  Water feature
CANADA Country
TEXAS State, province, or territory
(U.S.) National affiliation

CITY SYMBOLS

Shanghai e | 4 Gy population is shown
Vancouver e |- by the relative size of
Cairns o its symbol and lettering.

Dakar ® National capital
Atlanta x  State, province, or territory capital

OTHER SYMBOLS
Land beyond the subject area
Polar sea ice
Water and sea floor
q@-"’\ Lake and river
%~ —~  Dry or seasonal lake and river
~ 44— Waterfall
=~ (anal
—Hh_ Dam
A Mountain peak

Elevation Map

COLOR CATEGORIES
Above sea level (ft.

Over 10,000

5,000 to 10,000

2,000 to 5,000

1,000 to 2,000

500 to 1,000

0 to 500

Below sea level

BOUNDARY SYMBOLS

oooooooo  Continental boundary

International boundary

==ss==ss====  Disputed or undefined boundary
State boundary

| =t |
Iﬂﬁﬁﬁ I

LETTERING STYLES
E @ R@ |P E Continent
INDIAN OCEAN  Ocean
Himalayas Land feature
Lake Victoria  Water feature

CANADA Country
TEXAS State, province, or territory

CITY SYMBOLS

Los Angeles ® A city’s population is shown
Kansas City e [ by the relative size of

Charleston « its symbol and lettering.

Washington, D.C.® National capital
Atlanta x  state capital

OTHER SYMBOLS
Land beyond the subject area

Ice covered land
Water depth less than 600 ft.
Water depth greater than 600 ft.
SR Lake and river
7% Dryor seasonal lake
~—~+~—  Waterfall
= Canal

—+~_ Dam
A Mountain peak
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How to Use This Atlas

The Nystrom World Atlas offers rich coverage of the world and each continent.
To get the most out of the World Atlas, follow these steps.

A Become acquainted with the
REFERENCE MAPS in this atlas.

See the Land Cover, Political Relief, and
Elevation maps of the world on pages 6-11.
Their detailed legends are on page 3.

B Check out the UNDERSTANDING sections on pages 12—25. They provide a
foundation for understanding themes that are repeated throughout the atlas.

© Look at the title, which tells you what
the section is about.

Then read the introduction. It Q
provides an overview of the theme B o J‘
addressed on the spread. lgleers\;amtgio s (ahdformis

2]

Look at the maps. Their legends
explain what the main colors and
symbols on the map mean. Always
read the legend before examining 4
a map.

Diagrams and cross sections
show slices of the earth, to make
landscapes easier to comprehend.
Their exaggerated height and depth
make features easy to see.

Also look at the photos and graphs.
Read the photo captions. They help
you understand the significance of
each image.

Watch for Geodes, which are nuggets
of geographic facts. Some provide
helpful examples.
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C Each continent is color-coded to make it easy to find your way through the
atlas. Page through a continent. ?

”

@ First you'll find reference maps. B

Poiitical Relief Map.

@ Locator maps show the location
of the continent in relation to the
world or a region in relation to
the continent.

© Thematic maps focus on a single
topic or theme. Often the patterns
on one thematic map become more
meaningful when compared to the
patterns on another. The five types
of recurring thematic maps are
shown at the bottom of this page. Parlez-vous wgas

st widely spoken langage i he word fer

s o m—
the United Kingdom
Tha U g £ o o ks

= To hees s kot s e of Gt
rine o oo 3wt varnd e
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= T Ui g e ot g,

]

Pt b o sl o o e el

R Bk s 48 S 24 ity

o Th st st o P ot St 3
arons oy -y e Tak 2ot

@ Graphs summarize facts in a visual 5/
way, making it easier to see trends
and make comparisons. Three
recurring graphs appear throughout
the atlas: Urban & Rural Population,

People per Car, and Grain Import/Export.

@ Photos show people and places in |
a geographic context. Some provide

examples of map categories. Others 9 @ 6 (7
bring abstract ideas to life. Other Reference Tools
Map projections are the means by which the

@ “Focus on” sections give special attention to important topics curved surface of the earth is transferred to the flat
and issues. surface of a map.

@ () £800K EXTRA In the e-book version of the World Atlas, this ~ Unfamiliar terms in italics are defined in context.
symbol links to maps, graphs, or primary source documents on ~ Other terms are defined in the Glossary. Some
the topic. definitions in the Glossary include page references

to photos and special maps in the atlas.

@ Watch for these symbols. They let you know there is an
Understanding section that explains the subject matter.

O OS LS00
p.12 p.16 A p.17 L p.18 A p.20 A p.21 A p.21 A p.22 p-24

~ Thematic Maps

The Index gives a description of the place, latitude
and longitude, and page for many places named
on the maps.

Elevation Precipitation Growing Season Land Use Population I




Available for purchase at www.socialstudies.com
\ \
60°E Kdz4, 70°F
'4’(115

¢ b
%

1A

EA
)

P
ROMANIA

K
[ MAS

o
GREECETLS

BULGARL

30°E UKRAYNE
LDOVA S~

2\ RUSSIA

GEORGI
ARMENIA

FGHANIsTA

FKINAFASO 4
5 7 R oqPlateau=—if - e e et o
~ _, Fa 383”""§ ) ,l:., )
[ N F A &% ’o N
[0} 4 g L o
T 3 A g
Bio 2 7/
;o 314 na| f
o A
s t. Kenya
i s
Lak
Vici;nb Lr
DI ft.
X \ TANZA .
ola)x q 4 . )
¥
a \ ﬂ
i i
(4= f @ .
FElg) ZAMZ O | )
T P Victori ; S\ e
sz = fallsy ' Kariba L. | . , 5P
ﬁ. L Etosha > . » iy
2 P | [makgadingaty ZMEAWE £ A, 0 14
| %-/AMTB]A BO:::,/;;@ " J‘i /s f X
NA i ¥ 3
zﬂK laharé- = °§ &
Land Cover Map e TN e B s
° %é \ (& Py
Africa - A Pretoria® ST,
. = (Tshwane) f ILAND)
~L¥ O - i
: QYT H
J e AF '_l.‘
Cropland Grassland i A - ’
L -
& Can
Semi-desert Tropical Broadleaf
& desert rain forest  forest
Boundary Symbols
International boundary
------------ Other boundary
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Detailed legend on page 3
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Ouarﬁla:

Political Relief Map
Africa

Boundary Symbols
International boundary

Other boundary
(disputed or undefined)

City Symbols

Alexandria '} A city’s relative size is

Marrakech e [~ shown by the size of
Huambo « | [ts symbol and lettering.

Algiers ®  National capital
Scale
0 250 500 750 1000 miles
1 inch stands for 730 miles

Detailed legend on page 3
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60°
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Tropic g
20~

Equator

-0

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

20>

: _ e e Growing
The Zambezi River drops steeply at Victoria Falls. Season
African rivers flow from interior plateaus to the coast. e Months -
Under 3 |
[ 3to6 20° - 40° - 60°

6t08 “ ' ' ’
8to12
[ Allyear 2

Elevation

Above sea level (ft.)
I over 10,000
5,000 to 10,000
2,000 to 5,000
1,000 to 2,000

500 to 1,000 ;
[ 0to500
I Below sea level Elephants still roam the savanna near Mt. Kilimanjaro
in one of Tanzania’s game preserves.
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— FOCUs On

the Sahara

The huge Sahara divides northern
Africa from the rest of Africa. o
© The Sahara is larger than the 48 i ,ATLANTIC SLeit

contiguous United States. No other OCEAN
desert is close to its size.

ASIA
@ In Arabic, Sahara means “desert.”

© The Sahara is famous for sand '
dunes, but much of the bone-dry o P"
desert is stony rather than sandy. 7

E-BOOK EXTRA
® Sahara Journey primary source

[ sahara 3,500,000 mi2 (approx.)

AFRICA

(77 asstates 3,021,295 mi>

H OW can a desert have a shore?

Just south of the Sahara is a dry grassland called
the Sahel-Arabic for “shore.” Rainfall in the Sahel
varies so much that the boundary between

the Sahel and the Sahara shifts, like waves on

a shoreline.

_ Tropic of Cancer

e Equator

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

20>

20°

-40°

Yearly total (in.)
0to 10
. 10t020
| 20to40 g ; ;
40 to 80 ) - - )
= 0ve?80 T3 Ancient Egyptian pyramids tower over the Sahara. For scale, find

the cars in the lower left part of the picture.
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AFRICA

What did you say? ) ot ,o

More than 800 languages are spoken in -

Africa’s 54 countries. Communication can Casablancs
be difficult, not just between countries, but o /
within them as well. In many places, the )y
only common language is that of the last _Tropic of Cancer
20° iL
==y

colonial power.

E-BOOK EXTRA
® Official Languages of Africa map

7S

-
)

;‘ airobi
ATLANTIC it \
OCEAN l .‘ '€

20° \

Cape Town

Population

_i>— Density (People per mi.?)
0to5
5to 50 20°

. ' : o " 50t0100 ‘
Mali was once a French colony. Students in Mali still speak and I 100 to 250
p-24

learn in French. However, in this class, they are learning another B over 250
language, English.

~ Focus on ’ 5
Independence in Africa B
Between 1884 and 1945, most of Africa was ruled by ‘

European countries.

© In 1945 only Liberia, Egypt, Q ‘ ‘.\,

Ethiopia, and South Africa '

ruled themselves. “‘.‘W ‘“

© From 1945 to 1968, - ’
38 African countries won
their independence.

@ Twelve more African countries
gained their independence
between 1973 and 2011.

© Which African country is still ‘
ruled by another government?
E-BOOK EXTRA 1945

® African Independence
primary source

[/ Independent country
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Algeria’s Ethiopia’s
Urban & Rural Urban & Rural
Population Population

73%
Urban

27%
RUIE

In Zimbabwe, a farmer tends her corn crop. Her house

stands nearby.

People per Car @

Senegal M~

17% 83%
Urban Rural

10

South Africa

United States n ~

20° e 2 > e 60°
~40° 0" g A0

o N
Cgsablanca 'Tums - =

ey {ear

_ | Tropig'of Cancerf S\ : [ B AN

20y A Y 2y 3 20°-

Lagos

. Equator n A .
-0 g 0°-
Nairobi

ATLANTIC Kinshasa

OCEAN j

20° \ W i 2

ohannesburg

Cape Town

Land Use 400

Widespread economic uses

& urban 2° - 400 s 60°
Commercial farming
Subsistence farming
Ranching or herding

Nomadic herding
[0 Forestry &
No widespread use %I}

40°-

o

Nairobi is the capital of Kenya and a major
business center for East Africa.






