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Junior Geographers.
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testing in social studies  
and in reading and math.
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What is
Exploring Where & Why® 
Map and Globe Skills? 

Map and Globe Skills . . . 
is Nystrom’s hands-on social studies program  
for building and applying basic geography skills  
and concepts. 

Map and Globe Skills . . .
integrates hands-on and print materials  
in activity-based lessons to help students  
understand maps and globes and their  
many uses.

Map and Globe Skills . . .
reinforces reading, writing, math,  
critical thinking, and reference skills  
in a content area.

What does Map and Globe Skills do?
w Builds a solid foundation of essential social studies knowledge,  

skills, and concepts.
w Integrates assessment and evaluation.
w Provides learning opportunities for diverse student populations.
w Reinforces reading and writing in a content area.
w	 Stimulates a variety of intelligences.
w Develops critical thinking skills.
w Ensures success for all students.

Why a hands-on approach?
♦ Promotes active learning.
♦ Hands-on materials focus students’ attention on their own learning.
♦ Students work individually, in pairs, in small groups, and as a whole class.
♦ Variety of materials keeps students interested.

Social Studies Skills = Map and Globe Skills

A Hands-on Social 
Studies Program 

for the Intermediate 
Grades
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Components

Teacher’s Guide1Activity Globes

Junior 
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Atlases

3 o

Social Studies Skills = Map and Globe Skills Literacy Library1

Raised Relief 
Maps

Physical Desk MapsPolitical Desk Maps51 51
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Teacher’s Guide
4 Skills Units • 1 Regions Unit
w Program correlates with:
 • The Five Themes of Geography
 • The Nystrom Junior Geographer Atlas
w Lessons build solid social studies skills and concepts.
w Variety of hands-on activities integrate the Atlas with:
 • Activity Globes
 • Desk Maps
 • Raised Relief Maps
w Teacher’s Guide pages for every lesson.

43 Student Lessons plus 5 Assessments

Teacher’s Guide Pages
Handy, easy to use:
w Step-by-step teaching plans
 • Objectives
 • Materials
 • Teaching strategies tie directly to objectives
 • Discussion questions clearly marked
 • Answer keys
w Tips for teaching
 • Time-saving ideas
 • Extension activities

Exploring Where & Why
Map and Globe Skills 

* Literature Links
* Cross-curricular Activities
* Class Record sheet for 

each unit

These 15 lessons:
Complement other lessons 
in this volume.
Utilize additional resources 
from the Junior Geographer 
Atlas e-book.
Broaden in-depth 
analytical skills.

Literacy Lessons
See Last Tab
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Student Lessons
• Step-by-step, easy 

to follow
• Skills in small doses help 

students grasp concepts.
• Activities target a range 

of learning styles.
• Graphic organizers 

summarize and 
assess lessons.

• Variety of responses 
develops critical thinking 
and writing skills.

• Easy to duplicate. 
 

Exploring Where & Why
Map and Globe Skills

Junior Geographer 
Activity Packs

Students make their  
own activity packs.

• The pack acts as a portfolio 
for student-made glossaries, 
region booklets, and 
activity sheets.

• Junior Geographer  
achievement patches  
for each unit.

Junior Geographer

NYSTROM Education

Unit Assessments
• Review the lesson skills and concepts.
• Test map-reading and graph-reading skills too.
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Student Materials

Exploring Where & Why
Map and Globe Skills 

Tools for understanding  
where and why.

9 Raised Relief Maps
 19" x 12", markable
  • Depict landforms of the United States in  

  dramatic three-dimensional detail.
  • Demonstrate the relationship between the  

  height of the land and elevation colors.
  • Help students understand how flat maps  

  show real places.
  • Give new meaning to “hands-on.”
  • Perfect for tactile learners.

Atlas provides content 
for hands-on lessons.

Student-Friendly  
Size 

3o Atlases
 8½" x 11", 88 pages, full color
  • Skills units introduce basic skills  

  and concepts.
  • Regions unit provides a closer look 

  at the United States—a perfect  
  framework for state studies.

  • Graphs present complex facts in 
  simple, visual formats.

  • Photos help students visualize  
  natural and cultural features.

See It, Feel It

Activity Globes
 markable, 9"
  • Engage students in hands-on activities to build and  

  apply globe skills—continents and oceans,  
  directions, hemispheres, latitude and longitude.

  • Accurately show the world—location, size, distance,  
  and direction.

  • Reinforce the connection between a world map  
  and the actual world.

  • Emphasize global relationships and interactions.



Tools for understanding  
where and why.
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Exploring Where & Why
Map and Globe Skills

Laminated and markable, 19" x 18 ", fold to 19 "x 13 ",   
United States on one side, the World on the other

•  Lessons develop map skills and geography concepts.
• Students add details as lessons unfold.
•  Introduce students to a variety of maps and their uses.
• Thematic maps show patterns.
• Fold-back panel helps focus student attention.
•  Demonstrate ways flat maps show  

three-dimensional places.

Website
online resource
• Can be accessed anywhere, day or night.
• Provides a variety of resources, including 

maps and graphs.
• Maps or graphs can be used in student 

presentations and reports.

30 Map Markers
 water-soluble ink, easy to use
  •  Use on the Desk Maps, Activity Globes, 

and Raised Relief Maps.
  • Make social studies active, not passive.

Write On, Wipe Off

 Literacy Library
12 books, 12 sets of activities, 1 book bag
• Supports reading through social studies.
• Includes age-appropriate trade books 

that support the lessons in Map & 
Globe Skills.

• Cross-curricular activities extend  
the learning.

• Engaging stories can be read to the 
class or students can read them.

NYSTROM Education

I5 Political  
 I5 Physical Desk Maps
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Using the Program
What is Map and Globe Skills?

Map and Globe Skills is a hands-on curriculum 
program that:
• Provides the very best materials and lessons for 

students to develop competency in using and 
understanding maps and globes—skills essential 
for becoming responsible citizens in our 
ever-changing world.

• Forms a basic framework for any state or 
regions  curriculum.

• Reinforces the Five Themes of Geography.
• Integrates reference and hands-on materials in a 

variety of step-by-step lessons.

 What does the program do?
Map and Globe Skills . . .
• Teaches students how to use a variety of social 

studies tools—maps, globes, and atlases—to 
learn about the world and the United States.

• Develops critical thinking, writing, and 
reference skills.

• Provides structured activities for successful 
group and/or individual work.

 How is Map and Globe 
Skills organized?

Map and Globe Skills is divided into five units:  
four skills units and one region unit.
• Skills units build atlas, map, and globe skills.
• Regions unit focuses on regions of the  

United States.  Students apply atlas, map and  
globe skills.

How will Map and Globe Skills 
fit with my curriculum?

Map and Globe Skills is flexible.  Use this 
program as a foundation or customize it to fit 
your curriculum.  Select lessons that:
• Match the skills and content you are teaching.
• Enhance your textbook.
• Fill a gap in your curriculum.
• Relate specifically to your state or region.

Is there an assessment component?
Map and Globe Skills offers several opportunities 
to assess student progress.
• Activity sheets can be collected and reviewed.
• Junior Geographer Activity Packs act as 

portfolios for student work.
• Unit reviews offer two assessment alternatives:
  ▪ A paper-and-pencil written assessment that  

  reviews what students learned, tests   
  mapping and graph-reading skills, and   
  reinforces test-taking skills.

  ▪ A hands-on assessment that uses  
  program components.

• Use the unit reviews as pretests or posttests.
• Track student progress on the class records on 

unit dividers.

I like my students to work in small 
groups.  Does this program provide 
for group work?

The lessons in Map and Globe Skills provide 
many opportunities for cooperative learning.
• Most materials in Map and Globe Skills are 

shared.  Set up routines so that everyone is 
involved in activities.  For example, when 
working with globes, have groups pass them 
around so each student has a chance to point, 
circle, or identify.

• If related components are 
being used, such as desk 
maps and atlases, have 
group members point to 
the same place on every 
component.  Keep all 
members engaged.

• Have students check their 
work with their partners 
or group members.  Doing 
so builds security and elimi-
nates many questions.

Exploring Where & Why
Map and Globe Skills 
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Are materials easy to clean?
Map and Globe Skills materials are designed for 
fast and easy clean-up.  
• To clean maps and globes, use a spray bottle to 

dampen paper towels.
• Assign one student per group to clean and put 

away maps, globes, and markers.
• Choose another student to collect atlases. 

Is there a technology 
component for Map 
and Globe Skills?

A special website—explore.
nystromeducation.com— 
supports Map and Globe Skills.  
It has a variety of resources 
to extend the program, 
including:
• Outline maps
• Thematic maps
• Reference maps
• Graphs
To sneak a peek, visit  
explore.nystromeducation.com

How can I make my classroom 
more interesting for students?

Set up a variety of centers in your classroom 
that appeal to different learning styles.  Some 
ideas include:
• A mapping center with a specific lesson from 

Map and Globe Skills and related materials:  the 
Atlas, the Desk Maps, the Raised Relief Map, the 
Activity Globe, outline maps, or map puzzles.

• A travel center with travel posters, brochures, 
videos, photos, and postcards.

• A reading center where students can check out 
relevant books or magazines.

• A landforms center with the Raised Relief 
Map and modeling clay or a tub with sand and 
water.  Here students can mold mountains, 
hills, valleys, canyons, and plateaus.  Use a spray 
bottle to add “rain” and observe river flow.

• A “We’ve Been There” bulletin board featuring 
a United States or World Map.  

 Attach postcards sent by  
students and their 
families from vacations 
and trips.  Students 
may also want to label 
cities where relatives or 
friends live or where they 
themselves have lived.  

Exploring Where & Why
Map and Globe Skills

Here’s a Tip!
Use name tags to divide the class into groups or 
assign tasks.  Duplicate the Junior Geographer 
name tag on page 10, or make your own.
• Use different colors—one color for each group.
• Number the tags for each group.  Assign 

clean-up tasks based on number.
• Occasionally mix up the groups.  For  

example, have everyone with the same  
number form a group.

• Put symbols on the name tags.  Assign  
mapping tasks based on symbol.  For example, 
have everyone with a u outline your state.

u2 Junior Geographer

NYSTROM Education

Try to set 
aside some time for 
students to explore 

the centers.

Use for 
presentations 
and reports.
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