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THE DISCOVERER’S TOOLS: HEMISPHERES

Hemispheres as References

Overview
Students will examine several kinds of maps and identify the hemispheres of 
selected places to use in planning a trip.

Objectives Correlated to National Geography Standards
Students will learn:
• That grids and hemispheres can be used to report information about the 

earth from a spatial perspective (Standard 1)

Curriculum Connections
Math: Using grids
Language Arts: Alphabetizing

Introducing the Lesson
Tell the class that the creation of a global grid gave us a way of referring to 
certain parts of the earth. Inform them that these references are frequently 
used to describe locations around the world.

Developing the Lesson
1. Review the differences between the hemispheres in relation to the Poles, 

the Equator, and the Prime Meridian.
2. Depending on the number of students in your class, break them into four 

or eight groups. Assign each group one of the four hemispheres. 
3. Tell the students that their job is to plan a trip in their hemisphere. They 

may need to refer to various political maps in your classroom in order to 
familiarize themselves with the countries in those hemispheres. 

4. Their trips should take them through countries in those hemispheres in 
alphabetical order. 

5. Once they have planned their trips, invite the groups to describe their 
routes. Encourage them to describe their relative locations—whether they 
are south or north of the Equator, etc.

Assessing the Lesson
Play a game with the class to test their mastery of hemispheres. Give them 
clues, such as “North of the Equator” and let them call out answers, such 
as “Northern Hemisphere.” Refer to continents as well to help build their 
mental maps.

WORKSHEET ANSWERS

1.  The Western Hemisphere
2.  The Northern Hemisphere and 

the Southern Hemisphere
3.  The Prime Meridian
4.  The Prime Meridian
5.  Australia and Antarctica
6.  Check students’ maps for 

accuracy

Thinking Critically:

It is possible for a continent to 
be located in more than two 
hemispheres. Africa is located in all 
four hemispheres.

TIME TO EXPLORE ANSWER

No, places are always located in at 
least two hemispheres. They are 
either in the Northern or Southern 
Hemisphere as well as the Eastern 
or Western Hemisphere.
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Name: _______________________________________________

Putting the World in Order

Use the visuals on atlas pages 14–15 to answer the questions below.

1. What hemisphere is west of the Prime Meridian? __________________________________

2. The Equator divides the earth into what two hemispheres? ___________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. Locate the 180th meridian in the Pacifi c Ocean.  What is the same line called on the other 
side of the globe? __________________________________________________________

4. Which is a line of longitude—the Equator or the Prime Meridian? ____________________

5. What continents are located completely in the Southern Hemisphere? __________________

________________________________________________________________________

6. Study the world map below. Label the following features on the map.
• Equator
• Prime Meridian
• Western Hemisphere
• Eastern Hemisphere
• Southern Hemisphere
• Northern Hemisphere
• North America
• South America
• Europe
• Asia
• Africa
• Australia
• Antarctica

Thinking Critically
Is it possible for a continent to be located in more than two hemispheres? 
Explain and provide one or more examples.

 _______________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________
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