
























TEACHING RESOURCES

SOUTH AMERICA 
Physical and Political Maps
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 ACTIVITY

Introducing the Activity
Have students read the South America Introduction on pages 68–69. Ask them to 
relate each photograph and time line entry to a location on the physical or political 
maps on pages 70–71. 
Discuss the causes and effects of the disappearance of the Amazon rain forest 
(causes: deforestation due to mining, farming, and building; effects: loss of habitat 
for animals, destruction of plants that provide life-saving drugs) Have students work 
in groups to design tee shirts urging people to save the rain forest. You might have a 
contest to choose the best design.

 Cross-Curricular Connection: Math
Have students consult an almanac or other reference to find current population figures for major cities in South America. 
Then have them create a bar graph comparing the populations.

 Extension
Have students find out how many South American cities rank among the world’s 50 largest cities.

 Assessment
Divide students into groups of three. In each group, two of the students should prepare erroneous statements about South 
American geography. The other should prepare a true statement. Then have each group challenge the rest of the class to 
find out which member is telling the truth.

Optional Materials Activity: Rand McNally M.A.P. World Desk Map
Have students trace the Amazon River and all its tributaries on the World Desk Map. Ask them to compare the area 
drained by this system with the area drained by the Mississippi River system in the United States.

  Answers
1. Brazil; Brasília
2. Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, 

Peru, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina
3. Paraguay and Bolivia
4. Santiago; São Paulo, because you 

wouldn’t have to cross the Andes
5. Lima, Peru
6. Ecuador
7. Possible answers: South America 

extends farther south than any 
other continent, excluding 
Antarctica; the world is round.

For Fun!  This activity tests 
students’ knowledge of location 
and characteristics of cities. Have 
students disprove the statements 
by comparing the locations of the 
cities on the South America 
physical and political maps. The 
traveler has La Paz confused with 
Rio de Janeiro. Montevideo is not 
located in a rain forest.
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Geography Standards
4. The physical and human 

characteristics of places
9. Characteristics and distribution 

of human populations on 
Earth’s surface

Critical Thinking Skills
Predicting and checking, comparing 
and contrasting, drawing 
conclusions

Student Products
• Bar graph showing populations 

of South American cities
• “Save the Rain Forest” tee shirt 

designs
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Name  __________________________________________________________  Date  _________________________

Classroom Atlas Teacher’s Guide

SOUTH AMERICA 
Physical and Political Maps

Use the maps on pages 70–71 to answer these questions.

1. What is South America’s largest country in land area? ______________________________________

 What is the capital of that country? ____________________________________________________

2. Name the countries you would visit if you traveled along the entire length of the Andes Mountains.

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

3. Which two countries in South America are landlocked, or surrounded by other countries instead of having 
a coastline?

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Which city is closer to Buenos Aires, Argentina (G-5) — Santiago, Chile (G-3) or São Paulo, Brazil (F-6)?

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

 If you were traveling by car from Buenos Aires, which city would be easier to reach? Why?

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

5. Look at the World Time Zone Map on pages 26–27. Which of the following cities in South America is 
in the same time zone as Montreal, Quebec, in Canada — Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Lima, Peru; or Caracas, 
Venezuela?

 ________________________________________________________________________________

6. Locate the Galapagos Islands (D-1) on the physical map on page 70. To what country do they belong?

 ________________________________________________________________________________

7. Look at the World Physical Map on pages 10–11. Locate Cape Horn at the southern tip of South 
America. What could you discover about the Earth by sailing straight west from Cape Horn? 

 ________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________

19
Name  __________________________________________________________  Date  _________________________

You and your aunt are chatting with another traveler while waiting for 
your flight at the airport. The traveler says, “I just returned from South 
America. La Paz is fabulous. It has some of the world’s best beaches! I love 
Rio de Janeiro. It’s high in the Andes and only a short distance from Lake 
Titicaca. Montevideo is my favorite city. I really like the rain forest 
environment.” Your aunt seems impressed, but you doubt that the traveler 
ever went to South America. Why?
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