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Advanced Placement Examination 
 

UNITED STATES HISTORY 
SECTION II 

 
(Suggested writing time—40 minutes) 

 
Directions: The following question requires you to construct a coherent essay that 
integrates your interpretation of Documents A-I and your knowledge of the period 
referred to in the question. High scores will be earned only by essays that both cite key 
pieces of evidence from the documents and draw on outside knowledge of the period. 
 
Using information from the evidence below as well as your knowledge of the period, 
discuss the development of the United States Constitution as a document which ensured 
popular sovereignty. 
 
 

Document A 
 
Source: The Articles of Confederation (1777) 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/artconf.htm 
 

II. 
 
Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, 
jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the 
United States, in Congress assembled. 
 

III. 
 
The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each other, for 
their common defense, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and general 
welfare, binding themselves to assist each other, against all force offered to, or attacks 
made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other 
pretense whatever. 
 

X. 
 
The Committee of the States, or any nine of them, shall be authorized to execute, in the 
recess of Congress, such of the powers of Congress as the United States in Congress 
assembled, by the consent of the nine States, shall from time to time think expedient to 
vest them with; provided that no power be delegated to the said Committee, for the 
exercise of which, by the Articles of Confederation, the voice of nine States in the 
Congress of the United States assembled be requisite. 
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Document B 
 

Source: Madison’s report of the Debates in the Federal Convention (May 29, 1787), 
speech of Edmund Randolph 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/debates/529.htm 
 
3. Resd. that the National Legislature ought to consist of two branches.  
 
4. Resd. that the members of the first branch of the National Legislature ought to be 
elected by the people of the several States every ----- for the term of -----; to be of the age 
of ----- years at least, to receive liberal stipends by with they may be compensated for the 
devotion of their time to public service; to be ineligible to any office established by a 
particular State, or under the authority of the United States, except those peculiarly 
belonging to the functions of the first branch, during the term of service, and for the space 
of ----- after its expiration; to be incapable of reelection for the space of  ----- after the 
expiration of their term of service, and to be subject to recall.  
 
5. Resold. that the members of the second branch of the National Legislature ought to be 
elected by those of the first, out of a proper number of persons nominated by the 
individual Legislatures, to be of the age of ----- years at least; to hold their offices for a 
term sufficient to ensure their independency; to receive liberal stipends, by which they 
may be compensated for the devotion of their time public service; and to be ineligible to 
any office established by a particular State, or under the authority of the United States, 
except those peculiarly belonging to the functions of the second branch, during the term 
of service, and for the space of ----- after the expiration thereof. 
 

Document C 
 

Source: Madison’s report of the Debates in the Federal Convention (June 13, 1787), 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/debates/613.htm 
 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF WHOLE ON Mr. RANDOLPH'S 
PROPOSITIONS  
 
1. Resd. that it is the opinion of this Committee that a National Governmt. ought to be 
established, consisting of a supreme Legislative, Executive & Judiciary.  
 
2. Resold. that the National Legislature ought to consist of two branches.  
 
3. Resd. that the members of the first branch of the National Legislature ought to be 
elected by the people of the several States for the term of three years, to receive fixed 
Stipends by which they may be compensated for the devotion of their time to [FN6] 
public service, to be paid out of the National Treasury: to be ineligible to any office 
established by a particular State, or under the authority of the U.  States, (except those 
peculiarly belonging to the functions of the first branch), during the term of service, and 
under the national Government for the space of one year after its expiration. 
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7. Resd. that the rights of suffrage in the 1st. branch of the National Legislature, ought 
not to be according to the rule established in the articles of confederation but according to 
some equitable ratio of representation, namely, in proportion to the whole number of 
white & other free citizens & inhabitants, of every age sex and condition, including those 
bound to servitude for a term of years, & three fifths of all other persons, not 
comprehended in the foregoing description, except Indians not paying taxes in each State. 
 

Document D 
 

Source: Federalist #9 (Federalist Papers) (Alexander Hamilton) 
http://memory.loc.gov/const/fed/fed_09.html 
 
To the People of the State of New York:  
 
A FIRM Union will be of the utmost moment to the peace and liberty of the States, as a 
barrier against domestic faction and insurrection. It is impossible to read the history of 
the petty republics of Greece and Italy without feeling sensations of horror and disgust at 
the distractions with which they were continually agitated, and at the rapid succession of 
revolutions by which they were kept in a state of perpetual vibration between the 
extremes of tyranny and anarchy… 
 
So far are the suggestions of Montesquieu from standing in opposition to a general Union 
of the States, that he explicitly treats of a CONFEDERATE REPUBLIC as the expedient 
for extending the sphere of popular government, and reconciling the advantages of 
monarchy with those of republicanism.  
 
“It is very probable,'” (says he) “that mankind would have been obliged at length to live 
constantly under the government of a single person, had they not contrived a kind of 
constitution that has all the internal advantages of a republican, together with the external 
force of a monarchical government. I mean a CONFEDERATE REPUBLIC.”  
 
“This form of government is a convention by which several smaller STATES agree to 
become members of a larger ONE, which they intend to form. It is a kind of assemblage 
of societies that constitute a new one, capable of increasing, by means of new 
associations, till they arrive to such a degree of power as to be able to provide for the 
security of the united body.” 
 

Document E 
 

Source: “Against The Federal Constitution” (Patrick Henry, June 5, 1788). 
http://www.wfu.edu/%7Ezulick/340/henry.html 
 
The question turns, sir, on that poor little thing—the expression, We, the people, instead 
of the states, of America. I need not take much pains to show that the principles of this 
system are extremely pernicious, impolitic, and dangerous. Is this a monarchy, like 

http://memory.loc.gov/const/fed/fed_09.html
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England—a compact between prince and people, with checks on the former to secure the 
liberty of the latter? Is this a confederacy, like Holland—an association of a number of 
independent states, each of which retains its individual sovereignty? It is not a 
democracy, wherein the people retain all their rights securely. 
 
But now, sir, the American spirit, assisted by the ropes and chains of consolidation, is 
about to convert this country into a powerful and mighty empire. If you make the citizens 
of this country agree to become the subjects of one great consolidated empire of America, 
your government will not have sufficient energy to keep them together. Such a 
government is incompatible with the genius of republicanism. There will be no checks, 
no real balances, in this government. What can avail your specious, imaginary balance, 
your rope-dancing, chain-rattling, ridiculous ideal checks and contrivances? 
 

Document F 
 

Source: James Madison Proposes the Bill of Rights to the House of Representatives (June 
8, 1789) 
http://www.jmu.edu/madison/madprobll.htm#opendoor 
 
But I will candidly acknowledge, that, over and above all these considerations, I do 
conceive that the constitution may be amended; that is to say, if all power is subject to 
abuse, that then it is possible the abuse of the powers of the general government may be 
guarded against in a more secure manner than is now done, while no one advantage, 
arising from the exercise of that power, shall be damaged or endangered by it.  We have 
in this way something to gain, and, if we proceed with caution, nothing to lose; and in 
this case it is necessary to proceed with caution; for while we feel all these inducements 
to go into a revisal of the constitution, we must feel for the constitution itself, and make 
that revisal a moderate one… 
 
The first of these amendments, relates to what may be called a bill of rights; I will own 
that I never considered this provision so essential to the federal constitution, as to make it 
improper to ratify it, until such an amendment was added; at the same time, I always 
conceived, that in a certain form and to a certain extent, such a provision was neither 
improper nor altogether useless. I am aware, that a great number of the most respectable 
friends to the government and champions for republican liberty, have thought such a 
provision, not only unnecessary, but even improper, nay, I believe some have gone so far 
as to think it even dangerous. 
 

Document G 
 

Source: The Bill of Rights (as ratified) 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibit_hall/charters_of_freedom/bill_of_rights/amendments_1-
10.html 
 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 

http://www.jmu.edu/madison/madprobll.htm#opendoor
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http://www.socialstudies.com/product.html?record@TF35047


  7 

Permission granted to reproduce for classroom use only. 2003 Social Studies School Service. (800) 421-4246 socialstudies.com 

the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. 
 
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 
 
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the 
Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 
 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 
 
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a 
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall 
any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 
taken for public use, without just compensation. 
 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, 
by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have 
the Assistance of Counsel for his defence. 
 
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise 
reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common 
law. 
 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishments inflicted. 
 
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or 
disparage others retained by the people. 
 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. 
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Document H 
 

Source: New York’s Ratification of the Constitution (July 26, 1788) 
http://www.usconstitution.net/rat_ny.html 
 
…That nothing contained in the said Constitution is to be construed to prevent the 
legislature of any state from passing laws at its discretion, from time to time, to divide 
such state into convenient districts, and to apportion its representatives to and amongst 
such districts. 
 
That the prohibition contained in the said Constitution, against ex post facto laws, 
extends only to laws concerning crimes. 
 
Under these impressions, and declaring that the rights aforesaid cannot be abridged or 
violated, and that the explanations aforesaid are consistent with the said Constitution, and 
in confidence that the amendments which shall have been proposed to the said 
Constitution will receive an early and mature consideration,--We, the said delegates, in 
the name and in the behalf of the people of the state of New York, do, by these presents, 
assent to and ratify the said Constitution. 
 

Document I 
 

Source: Virginia’s Ratification (June 26, 1778) 
http://www.usconstitution.net/rat_va.html 
 
WE the Delegates of the people of Virginia, duly elected in pursuance of a 
recommendation from the General Assembly, and now met in Convention, having fully 
and freely investigated and discussed the proceedings of the Federal Convention, and 
being prepared as well as the most mature deliberation hath enabled us, to decide thereon, 
DO in the name and in behalf of the people of Virginia, declare and make known that the 
powers granted under the Constitution, being derived from the people of the United 
States may be resumed by them whensoever the same shall be perverted to their injury or 
oppression, and that every power not granted thereby remains with them and at their will: 
that therefore no right of any denomination, can be cancelled, abridged, restrained or 
modified, by the Congress, by the Senate or House of Representatives acting in any 
capacity, by the President or any department or officer of the United States, except in 
those instances in which power is given by the Constitution for those purposes: and that 
among other essential rights, the liberty of conscience and of the press cannot be 
cancelled, abridged, restrained or modified by any authority of the United States. 
 

http://www.usconstitution.net/rat_ny.html
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